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Abstract

Bseg.rmmd The aim of this study was to determine the status of the cutaneous leishmaniasis in some nonendemic quarters

in the city of Isfahan, Isfahan Province, central lran,

Methods: A total of 16380 primary school students ag:d 6-17 years old and a total population of 2892 persons in 700

in four quarters were
collected using sticky paper traps.

d and examined for the presence of ulcer ar scar, Sand flies were

Results: A rate of 4.18% for scars and 0.3% for active lesions in the primary school children were showed. The houscholds
showed a prevalence of 11,3% for scars and 0.5% for ulcers, Two thousand and seventy four sand flies were collected and
10 species were identified. The most comman sand fly species in indoor and outdoor resting places was P.sergenti

Conlusion: The present i revealed that Anth

taneous Lei: is is in &n epidemic status in these

quarters. Human is considered the main reservoir and transmission is believed to be from human to human by . sergenti.

Keywords: Leishmaniasis. Cutaneous, Iran

Introduction

Leishmaniasis represents a complex of diseases
with an important clinical and epidemiological di-
versity (1), Leishmania tropica is one of the
causative agents of cutaneous leishmaniasis (CL).
a disfiguring parasitic disease that recently was
found to be viscerotropic. In urban areas it is
transmitted from infected individuals by the bite
of phlebotomine sand flies to naive persons (2).
Two species of Leishmania are involved in C.L
infections in Iran (3). Anthroponotic Cutaneocus
Leishmaniasis (ACL) is endemic in many large
and medium size cities in Iran (4). Isfahan is the
bigest historic, religious and ancient city in Iran.
So lots of tourists visit it during the active season
of sand flies. Also many people migrate from
rural to this city urban arcas represent a major

risk factor, ACL spreads rapidly among these
people in concentrated populations, particularly
under poor housing conditions, i.e. overcrowding
or lack of protection from bloodsucking sand flies.
In recent years. ACL has become the most im-
portant disease in some nonendemic quarters in
this city and a matter of concern for health au-
thorities. There was no accurate data on the
prevalence of the disease in these quarlers,
therefore descriptive studies of the disease were
carried out from 2000 until 2003,

Materials and Methods

Isfahan is geographically located at 327°38'N
51°29'E, in the lush Zavandeh-Rud plain. at the
foothills of the Zagros mountain range. It is situ-
ated at 1390 meters above sea level. It receives




